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Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the United Nations Children’s Fund, UNICEF, I am pleased to
handover this consignment of 170,000 newly printed securitized birth
certificates and 120,000 newly printed securitized death certificates to the
National Civil Registration Authority (NCRA).

These certificates will contribute to the unwavering efforts of NCRA of making
access to a birth certificate a reality for all children.

As we all know, society first acknowledges a child’s existence and identity
through birth registration. The right to be recognized as a person before the law
is a critical step in ensuring lifelong protection and is a prerequisite for
exercising all other rights. A birth certificate is proof of legal identity and is the
basis upon which children can establish a nationality, avoid the risk of
statelessness and seek protection from violence and exploitation.

Data from the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey of 2017, tells us that 81% of
children under the age of five are registered, making the country one of those
with the highest registration rate in the region. However, on the flip side, even
when a child’s birth is registered, possession of a birth certificate is less
common. In Sierra Leone, only 33% of registered children under the age of 5
have a birth certificate.

Between January and September 2019 more than 100,000 children were
registered and issued birth certificates. However, the births of more than
150,000  children were notified by the Ministry of Health and
Sanitation to NCRA in the same period leaving approximately 50,000 children
without a birth certificate!
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UNICEF hopes that these new certificates will contribute to closing the gap
between the numbers of births notified and birth certificates issued.

The new certificates have been printed following specific Government
guidelines, which will minimize chances of counterfeiting these official

documents.

I also wish to highlight that in 2019, UNICEF supported NCRA to conduct the
Comprehensive Country Assessment of the Civil Registration and Vital
Statistics and Identity Management Systems. The assessment provided
fundamental information on what remains to be done to reach universal birth
registration coverage in the country.

Distinguished guests: We would be doing a disservice to the potential of the
next generation if we fail to provide them the basic right of a national identity.
UNICEF therefore stands ready to take on the recommendations from the
assessment, including enhancing NCRA’s business processes for registering all
vital events across the country in every district; creating public awareness and
knowledge on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics for public participation in
civil registration; and providing quality service delivery through a continuously-
trained and well-resourced staff. In particular, we envisage quality service
delivery to children’s families to become the core activity under NCRA and
UNICEF’s partnership for 2020.

We are also ready to provide technical assistance to NCRA towards building a
digital platform, using mobile technology, to monitor the notification of new
births by the Ministry of Health and Sanitation to NCRA. This mnovation will
help to ensure interoperability of the two information systems among these two
key institutions.

The printing of these new certificates is one important step on the journey

towards guaranteeing that every child in Sierra Leone is duly registered with
civil authorities and to make sure that no child is left behind.

Thank you.
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